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The Monster of Her Age 
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Consider Danielle Binks for your next festival! 

In conversation (1-1 interview) 

Possible topics 

1. ‘Write what you know,’ and using your childhood as inspiration for your first story -  

Danielle explains how her childhood growing up on the Mornington Peninsula and 

witnessing ‘Operation Safe Haven’ in response to the Kosovo war, inspired The Year the 

Maps Changed, and living near Langwarrin’s old Military Reserve which was used to 

contain German POWs in World War One, inspired Shakespeare in the Orchard. 

2. Feminism & the Horror Genre – how pop-culture empowers 

3. From FanFiction to Your Own Fiction – Danielle explains how a love of story led to her 

young-adulthood writing FanFiction before she found a way to telling her own stories. 

4. Supporting the Books of our Own Backyard – why Danielle supports Australian youth 

literature in her career as an author, literary agent and youth-lit advocate 



Consider Danielle Binks for your next festival! 

Panel discussions / Possible topics

• Writing Loss and Family: Danielle and other contemporary authors who write ‘Big, Sad, 

Books’ all about the messy sides to life – and how writing about grief and loss for young 

people is trying to grow their empathy, and provide them a pathway for the future. 

• On Being Emerging: As well as an author and literary agent, Danielle Binks teaches creative 

writing at her university alum, RMIT in Melbourne. In this talk with fellow writers at all 

stages of their creative life, Danielle can talk about her blend of unconventional (FanFiction 

writing) and conventional (studying at RMIT) to become an author, by way of publicity, 

book blogger, and literary agent. 

• Hope in YA: If Danielle has any ‘rules’ in her own writing and those she represents as agent, 

it’s the idea that books for young people must end in hope – never despair. Join Danielle and 

fellow KidLit authors as they talk about the “do’s” and “don’ts” of writing for young people



Professional Development – 

Presentation Youth Literature Advocacy 

Danielle Binks is a literary agent, award-winning author, creative writing teacher, and - above all else - a Youth Literature Advocate. She is 

especially devoted to 'The Books of our Own Backyard' and advancing Australian Youth Literature. Working on the assumption that young 

Aussie kids who grow up reading Oz tales, will grow into adults who keep reading and supporting Australian literature, helping our books 

landscape to thrive and survive. 

In this presentation Danielle gives a brief overview on the History of Young Adult Literature, globally - how you don't get YA without first 

going through the industrial revolution and recognition of the rights of the child, through to The Great Depression and two World Wars that 

wiped out whole generations of young people, and as a consequence - needing to carve out a protected-space and concept of the 'teenager'. 

She covers the first 'Golden Age of YA' and the misconception that North America had the market cornered on what it means to be a young 

person as the world changes; to highlighting Australia's own illustrious publishing history in books for young people. 

Finally, Danielle covers the challenges facing the Australian publishing today - in an ever-crowded bookish landscape and the threat of 

America's Hollywood and Silicon Valley to help suck all the oxygen out of the literary space. She'll look at the new social-media and 

streaming-service Goliaths pushing largely American-only books, and why algorithms are no substitute for school librarians. 

This talk can be given to a small group – up to 10 – for professional development purposes, or on a grander scale (500+ audiences). 

All she needs is a venue to provide data Projector, and screen for a PowerPoint presentation that Danielle sends ahead of time. 
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